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TO COUNTY Ass"r;ssm: 
'. 

A.ssmm APPEALS 

Assembly l3l.l L!+88 (Chapter 242, Statutes of 1979') COR- 

bins revised protisions kegarking-assessment ameals. 
The enclosed questions and answers illuskrate the 
applicakion of these provisions in the appeals process. 

Sincerely, 

Verne Walton, Chief 
Assessment Standards Eitision 
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Ehclosnre 



I . , e P. -... . .i? -i A. QUEsTIONS & ANSWERS FERTKIXRG To 
THE AssEsssm APPEALS ?~CEsS 

1. QUESTION: Under what circums-kxes may the assessed value of a 
propetiy be formally appealed? 

ANSWER: An assessment appeal must be considered iX the property’s 
base year value is not as shoown on the 1975-76 tax bill. 

. 2. QUESTION: Is a value established subsequent to the partial or 
complete removal of an iqrovement subject to an aDneal? - -- 

.’ 
ANsirlER: Yes, but orzly to the extent the value is reduced by the 

removal. 

3. QUESTTON: Can inflation adjustments be appealed? 

ANswEil: Inflation adjustmeks can be 
‘. 

appeakd & 3Z an incorrect 
inflai;ion pe rcentage is used or if the adjustment is 
incorrectly applied. Correct inflation adjuskments are 
autocratic and not subject to the appeals pzwess. 

. . 
4. QUTEEON: What sales data can be considered in an appeal hearing?- 

ANS’m: Only those sales ocxurring up to 90 days after the base 
value date are admissable. The law requires that the . 
appraisal be made as o f the date of transfer or nex &I+ 
struction. Comparable property sales must be adjust&to 
the appropriate date. 

5. QLIIEXION: Can the assessor recommend an increase in value when an 
appeal is filed? 

ANsm: Yes. Whenever a valid application for assessment appeal 
is made, the assessor has the option of recommending an 
increase. 

6. QUESTION: what is the effect of Section 1610 of the Revenue and 
Taxation Code, Freswption of Value, on a base value 
determined m the appeals process? 1 

ANS’rn: The rebuttable presumption concept will no longer be 
applicable following the determination of a base value 
by assessment appeal. 
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7. QUEXIOE’: 

ANsivm: 

8. QLJEI’ION: 

ANS’rn: 

-2- 

Can the assessor reappraise a property with a 1975 base 
year if its 1975 value was set by ax assessment appeals 
bOEl.Di? 

NO. If a property has a March I, 1975 base value date 
and was valued by assessment appeal at that time, the 
value so determined shall be used. 

Must the ~llist of transr”ersft that Section 408.1 of the 
Revenue and Taxxtior, Code requires to be made available 
to assessment appellants be expanded to include data 
pertaining to 1975 base values? 

Although Section Q8.1 specifically reqties such a list 
to reflect only the actitity in the two years tiec5atel.y 
precedkg the current calendar quarter, there is not,hing 
in this section that tiould preveti the inclusion of more 
than two years data. Sales data from 2.9’75 or earlier 
should be made available, in the interest of public 
service, when such data will. be used by the assessor’s 
staff to support their base year appraisals. 
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